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Rojo the Llama has spent 12 years as the city's most famous therapy animal, making more than 600 visits to local schools and hospitals
around Portland and Vancouver since starting his career in 2007.

His retirement was announced last June , and to celebrate, he'll make what may be one of his last public appearances at Pioneer
Courthouse Square on Sunday, October 27.

Related: Rojo the Llama, Portland's Most Beloved Therapy Animal, Is Retiring .

Born in 2002, Rojo worked as a show animal in a 4-H program until a spectator observed his exceptionally gentle demeanor and suggested
he might have a promising career in therapy.

His handler, Shannon Joy, enrolled him in the animal therapy program at DoveLewis Veterinary Emergency & Specialty Hospital in 2007.
When he passed, Joy and her mother Lori Gregory founded Mtn Peaks Therapy Llamas & Alpacas  in Vancouver, Wash., whose cadre has
since expanded to 11 camelids.

At 17, Rojo is well into old age—20 years is a typical lifespan for the species. He's showing signs of slowing down and currently resides on a
farm in Ridgefield, Washington.

The llama's retirement party, which lasts from 1 to 4 p.m., will feature music, prizes and a who's who of local animal celebrities: a dog team
from DoveLewis, La Center's celebrity camel Curly , and the beloved Belmont Goats.
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Daniel Bromfield was born in San Francisco and attended University of Oregon
before arriving in Portland. He ran the SF Rebirth blog in high school, focusing on all-
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Advisor, PopMatters and others. He’s also an independent musician and a die-hard
Prince fan.
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